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Is the individual over age 18 
or an emancipated minor? 

Refer to HIPAA Personal 
Representatives for Adults 

Has the parent, foster parent, 
guardian, or custodian agreed that the 
minor may be treated confidentially by 

the provider and provided 
documentation?   

No personal representative 
relationship.                           

However a parent, foster 
parent, guardian, or custodian 
may still obtain copies of the 

minor’s PHI. 

Does the PHI involve the following 
treatment areas: VD, alcohol or 

controlled substance addiction, blood 
donation, HIV/AIDS or birth control? 
Or is the individual a mature minor*? 

Is the parent 
presenting with or on 
behalf of the minor 

child? 

Is the person 
presenting with the 

child the child’s foster 
parent, guardian, or 

custodian? 

Did you obtain 
paperwork 

documenting the 
relationship? 

Refer to HIPAA Personal 
Representatives for 
Minors Exceptions 

Parent can make health 
care decisions on behalf 
of the child and serves as 

the child’s personal 
representative. 

Foster parent, guardian, 
or custodian can make 

health care decisions on 
behalf of the child and 
serves as the child’s 

personal representative. 

*A “mature minor” is defined as “a person less than eighteen years of 
age who has been determined by a qualified physician or a qualified 
psychologist or an advanced nurse practitioner to have the capacity 
to make health care decisions.” WV Code §16-30-3(o) 


